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Why is Pride Month 
celebrated?

Any guesses from the 
audience?

● In the 1960s, it was illegal in places all over the USA to 
display any gay public affection

● LGBT individuals flocked to gay bars and clubs, places of 
refuge where they could express themselves openly and 
socialize without worry

● BUT the New York State Liquor Authority penalized 
establishments that served alcohol to known or suspected 
LGBT individuals for being “disorderly”

● On June 28th, 1969, the police raided the “Stonewall Inn” - 
a gay bar growing in popularity from its acceptance of Drag 
Queens 

● Fed up with the constant police harassment and social 
discrimination, patrons and local residents fought 

● back against the officers - leading to a full-blown riot
● On the one-year anniversary of the riots on June 28, 1970, 

thousands of people marched in the streets of Manhattan 
from the Stonewall Inn to Central Park - America’s first gay 
pride parade. The parade’s official chant was: “Say it loud, 
gay is proud.” 

(B & C)

The Stonewall Riots of 1969!

The purpose of this month is to recognize the 
impact that lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender individuals have had on history, 
both nationally and internationally. (A)









Professional Development Activity - Word Match Activity

Details: Each staff member will be given a folded card, random. Once everyone receives their 
card, they’ll each open theirs to see their “Assigned Word” (a concrete noun) and their three 
“Banned Words.” Each Assigned Word has a “matching partner” word somewhere else in the room 
– staff will be given 5 minutes to chat with others around the room to find their partner.

Example: If my Assigned Word was “coffee,” and my banned words are “drink, caffeine, and 
beans.” I would go about the room to ask questions about other people’s words, and when I hear 
someone say “I use my word to consume hot liquids,” I determine they’re my “matching partner” 
(for “coffee” and “mug.”)



Sources

If there are any concerns about the citations / requests to have more specifics on which sentences are 
from which articles, please reach out to Mel Alexandra (malexandra@ucmerced.edu). 

● Slide 2
○ (A) Human Rights Watch 2019:  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/26/lgbt-rights-50-years-after-stonewall?gclid=CjwKCAjwkeqkBhAnEiwA5U-
uM5_sjDgq1o2IfeY8hbXSqf9zWJYx9gVKowLv5nV4j67xYWi0GnFIMRoC5MoQAvD_BwE 

○ (B) Mental Health Association in Delaware 2021: 
https://www.mhainde.org/pride-month-the-history-and-meaning-behind-it/?gclid=CjwKCAjwkeqkBhAnEiwA5U-
uM-2YWOpiitTwZCbtPAMViEAFJGx9Uy8AE6l1wDnjyl7aZ0ppB1za3BoCWBwQAvD_BwE 

○ ( C) History.com 2017 (last updated 2023): https://www.history.com/topics/gay-rights/the-stonewall-riots 
● Slide 3 Infographic

○ Goetz et al 2023: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41386-023-01558-8 
● Slide 4 Diagram

○ Osmosis from ELSEVIER: https://www.osmosis.org/learn/Sexual_orientation_and_gender_identity 
● Slide 5 Diagram

○ AboutKidsHealth 2021: https://www.aboutkidshealth.ca/Article?contentid=3965&language=English 
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